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Academic Praise Report! 

 

Thanks to your generosity, our students are reaching new academic 

heights each and every day!  

Rivertree Academy is a 501(c)3 non-
profit ministry incorporated to serve 
the Como community by providing 
children with a comprehensive, 
Christ- centered,   excellent PreK-5th 
grade education that will equip them 
to live a life of leadership and service. 

 

1st grade 

In just twelve weeks, Lia has     

advanced two reading levels and 

accumulated 200 new words. 

3rd grade 

Shiloh was named “Outstanding Student” 

at the Como Neighborhood Advisory 

Council Awards Banquet.  

4th grade 

New to Rivertree this year,  

Brian has shown excellent 

growth in math. In order to 

keep challenging him, Brian 

now joins the 5th-grade class 

for math lessons. 

5th grade 

Last year, Jamerson did not enjoy 

math. This year, he asks for extra 

math sheets to take home each 

night. He is more confident and is 

working diligently to improve his 

math skills. 



 

 

 After conducting a national search, we are excited to announce that Dr. 

Justina Jenkins has been chosen to be our Head of School. Dr. Jenkins 

comes to Rivertree with more than 12 years of experience in education. Most 

recently, she worked as a lecturer in the School of Education at Georgia    

College and State University.  She previously served as both the founder and 

director of New Life Christian Academy of Achievers in Decatur, Georgia – a 

school very similar to Rivertree that served students prekindergarten 3-year 

olds to 8
th
 grade.  During her five years in that role, the school saw              

tremendous growth, going from 35 to 130 students. Dr. Jenkins’ credentials 

include both a Ph.D in Curriculum and Instruction and a Masters of Education from Mercer           

University. She also earned a BBA in Economics from Spelman College.  

 Dr. Jenkins believes in the transformative power of education. “The school is meant to help      

transform a child’s current existence into a greater reality.  Educators are to be change agents that 

help to reveal God’s given gifts and talents that are within every child,” she says. She also believes 

in project-based learning, which helps students connect the relevancy of material presented in the   

classroom to their individual lives at home and beyond. Dr. Jenkins brings a wealth of knowledge, 

and we believe, under her leadership, Rivertree will reach new levels of excellence as we continue 

serving the students and families of the Como community. Dr. Jenkins will be instrumental in the 

school’s plan to expand the current grade offerings, which are prekindergarten 4-year-olds to 5
th
 

grade, to include prekindergarten 3-year-olds to 8
th
 grade in the near future. 

She will supervise all staff members, including Mrs. Emily Williams, who will continue to serve 

as School Principal, and Mr. Terrence Butler, who transitioned to a new role as Director of         

Community Relations. Beginning in January, Dr. Jenkins will step into her new role, splitting her time 

between Fort Worth and Atlanta until she moves to Fort Worth with her husband and two sons in 

June.   

 

Please join us in welcoming Dr. Jenkins and her family to Rivertree Academy and Fort Worth! 

Meet Dr. Jenkins 
Rivertree Academy’s Head of School  



 

 

  

 

 

 

MISSION STATEMENT: 

Educating under-resourced students to live life well:                     

following Jesus, thriving academically, and                       

transforming their communities. 

1. Rivertree attending the Como        

Community Center Groundbreaking 

Ceremony 

2. Students performing at our annual   

Dinner Under the Stars event  

3. Face painting at the RT Fall Festival  

4. Live Thankfully Packing party  

5. Hay ride at the RT Fall Festival  

6.    Outdoor play at Fletcher campus 

7.     Pre-K field trip to the FW Zoo 

8.  Vision screenings with Better Vision 

        Better Hope 

9.     Farm school at Malachi’s Farm 

10.   Family Thanksgiving Lunch 

Fall Semester Highlights  



 

 

Parent Engagement 

Family Fun Days 

Parent University 
- By Jamaal Johnson, Student Services Coordinator  

Once a month, families are invited to have lunch and to participate in an 

extracurricular activity with their student. The goal of Family Fun Days is to 

build time into the school calendar where parents can be intentional with 

their children. We are so thankful for all of our generous community       

partners and volunteers who donate food, crafts, and more to make these 

days so special! 

For six Wednesday nights in the fall and spring, I gather with parents/guardians of our students for dinner,     

teaching, and great discussion. Topics include intentionality, setting healthy boundaries, and building their child’s 

character. Parenting is one of the greatest responsibilities in life for which there is no manual to guide us. Looking 

at God’s character and His commands in Scripture, we take the risk of being vulnerable with each other and     

pursue excellence in the great calling of parenting. I have the privilege of interacting with our students daily, but 

spending an evening with their moms/dads/grandparents/guardians and hearing their stories stir a deeper passion 

in me to serve our Rivertree families well.  

One of the pillars of a Rivertree education is to engage families in their children’s     

education in meaningful ways. Parents are the most important influence in a child's 

life, and we seek to honor their commitment to their children in multiple ways 

throughout the year. 


