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children with a comprehensive, Christ-
centered, excellent PreK-5th grade education 
that will equip them to live a life of leadership 
and service.
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ABOUT RIVERTREE

Student Creed
I am a student at Rivertree Academy, God's grace is at work in me. I am fearfully and wonderfully made, 
a child of the living God; deeply loved, totally accepted, and completely forgiven. I am called to care for 

all of God's creation. Therefore, I will learn well, love well, work well, and lead well.

Congratulat ions
Let’s celebrate 
our 5th Grade 
Graduates! 

Kayleen Lopez

Kaleb Powell

Alyssa Booker

Briana Furch

Kindergarten 
Graduates are… 

on to 
First 

Grade!
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Dear Rivertree family, 

I write this article with mixed emotions. Why? Great question. 
The children are out for the summer!  
Allow me to share a few highlights of just how the Lord has been 
faithful to Rivertree Academy this past school year. 

•Financial Viability - with the help of supporters and donors like
you, we are on track to meet our annual operations budget, and 
we are also able to say that our Board of Directors are 100% 
financially vested. Please continue to help us reach our goal.  

•Educational Excellence - We just graduated four 5th graders
who are all headed on to great schools in the Fall! Our Principal, Emily Ryan, has led 
an amazing team of quality teachers who are all coming back next year. Currently, 
our 4th and 5th graders are in a combined class, but we are planning to split them out 
to stand alone classes next year. Enrollment is looking great for the 2018-19 school 
year – we have 74 students, which is 12 more than this past school year!  

• Loving Neighbors - We are not only educating our children in the Bible,
Mathematics, Reading, Geography, Picture Studies (just to name a few), ALL our children are involved in
Leading Well through community service. They serve as reading buddies for Trinity Valley School’s Pre-K and
Kinder students. They have contributed to the Como Leadership Academy, by providing various supplies for
events, such as carnivals. They made bath salts for 300 mothers and grandmothers for a celebration at the
Como Community Center. And lastly, we participated in the Live Thankfully campaign to make sure food needs
were met for Thanksgiving and beyond! They served more than this, but for the sake of time and space I will
stop there :)

• Healthy Functioning Board - Our Board is a "Five Star Board" led by our Founder and Chairman Dr. Randy
Brown. I can say with full confidence that the Board wants Rivertree Academy to be the best in the nation, and
they will help our school strive for excellence now and into the future.

• Facilities - We have been blessed to be debt free on our facilities. We have a thriving partnership with a local
church in the community. It has been a blessing and a pleasure to share space with them. Please continue to
pray as we explore future opportunities to grow and expand our school.

Terrence Butler,  
Executive Director

L o v e  W e l l

Know therefore that the 
LORD your God is 
God; He is the faithful 
G o d , k e e p i n g H i s 
covenant of love to a 
thousand generations 
of those who love Him 
a n d k e e p H i s 
commandments.  

Deuteronomy 7: 9

Lastly, I would like to share an exciting update about a young man named Corey. Some of you may have heard his 
story before. If not, please take a moment to watch his video on our website entitled Corey's Story. I met him 
about 13 years ago through the B.U.R.N. Ministry Opportunity Camp.  Corey was a standout leader. He was not 
leading well at the time, but the potential was definitely there. Dr. Brown even choose him to be one of 10 young 
men called "Dr. Brown's Mighty Men"! Fast forward to his freshmen year of high school, Corey made the tough 
decision to leave his home in Como to live with one of the leaders and his family from Opportunity Camp. Since 
then Corey has gone on to attend college at Abilene Christian University, and I am overjoyed to report that Corey 
married his college sweetheart on May 19, 2018. (In my opinion, this was the real Royal Wedding!) Corey has one 
semester left before graduating with a B.A. in Psychology and a minor in Business. After he graduates he hopes to 
return to Fort Worth and serve at Rivertree Academy. Please continue to pray for this newly married couple that 
they fall deeper in love with Jesus and one another!  

The village is alive and well at Rivertree – thank you for being a part of it all! 

May the Lord bless you and keep you is my prayer.
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Our Achievements
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By:  Emily  Ryan - Principal   

Rivertree  Academy's  profile  of  a  graduate  states  
that  our  graduates  will  know  and  exemplify  what  it  
means  to  learn  well,  love  well,  work  well,  and  
lead  well.  Our  teachers  work  daily  to  ensure  that  
our  children  know  Jesus'  love  for  them  and  how  it  
impacts  all  areas  of  life.  Additionally,  we work  with  
our  parents  to  help  them  determine  how  to  
continue  these  habits  beyond  the  doors  of  
Rivertree Academy.  Through  our  Life  After  Rivertree  
program,  we  walk  with  parents  and  students  to  
determine  the  best  next  school  for  each  of  our  
graduating  students based  on  their  academic  
needs,  transportation  needs,  behavioral  needs,  and 
more.    Life  After  Rivertree  involves  reaching  out  
to  other  schools  and  coordinating  lots  of  efforts  
between  parents,  teachers,  and  children.  Once  
parents  apply  to  their  schools  of  choice and  
decide  on  the  best  school  for  their  graduating  
child, we then  work  with  parents  to  develop  a  
follow-up  plan.  Rivertree  Academy  stays  in  touch  
with  our  graduating  students  through  at  least  three  
annual  checkpoints.  Our  heart  is  that  we  maintain  
great  relationships  with  our  families  and  children  
and  that  they  know  they  are  always  welcome  to  
come  visit!  One  of  our  favorite  things  is  when  a  
graduated  child  comes  by  just  to  give  us  hugs!  
Furthermore,  Rivertree  Academy  uses  these  
checkpoints  to  remind  our  children  of  God's  love  
for  them,  provide  counsel  and  wisdom,  and  help  
with  any  difficulties.  Additionally,  we  are  able  to  
evaluate  and  improve  our  programs  based  on  
feedback  from  the  child's  new  school.    Emotions  
are  bittersweet  as  we  have  four  graduating  fifth  
graders  this  year.  We  are  so  sad  for  them  to  
leave  Rivertree,  but  so  excited  to  see  how  they  
are  going  to  transform their  new  schools  and  
areas  of  influence!  Kaleb  Powell  has  been  at  
Rivertree  for  three  years  and  Alyssa  Booker,  
Briana  Furch, and  Kayleen  Lopez  have  been  here  
for  two  years.  We  are  going  to  miss  their daily  
leadership,  their  loving  hearts,  and  the  energy  and  
zea l  they  b r ing  to  our  schoo l !  
CONGRATULATIONS  and  lots  of  love  to  each of  
you!!!!  

Life  After  Rivertree    

5th grade  Spotlight  
How  has  Rivertree  Academy  prepared  
you  to  be  a  leader  in  the  next  stage  
of  your  life?  

Alyssa  Booker     
When  I  came  to  Rivertree,  I  
was  not  doing  very  well.  I  
was  disobeying  and  not  
controlling  my  behavior.  Now  
I'm  in  fifth  grade,  and  I'm  
doing  way  better.  I  feel  like  
a  new  person.  

Briana  Furch   
Rivertree  has  prepared  me  to  
be  a  leader  in  Sixth  grade  
and  when I  get  older  by  
teaching  me  how  to  Learn  
Well,  Love  Well,  Work  Well  
and  Lead  Well.    

Kayleen  Lopez 
When  I  came  to  Rivertree,  they  
changed  my  attitude.  Rivertree  
taught  me  how to  be  kind  to  
others and respectful to my 
teachers  and  peers, so that  I  
could become the leader my  mom  
wanted  me  to  be. 

Kaleb  Powell   
They  taught  me  how  to  be  a  
leader  by  giving  me  many  
opportunities to  serve  my  peers  
and  the  community.  
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