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RIVERTREE ACADEMY 

is a 501 (c ) 3 nonprofit ministry incorporated to 
serve the Como community by providing 
children with a comprehensive, Christ-centered, 
excellent PreK-5th grade education that will 
equip them to live a life of leadership and 
service.

MISSION STATEMENT

Educating students in Como to live life well: 
following Jesus, thriving academically, and 
transforming their communities.
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Love Well  
by Terrence Butler, 
Executive Director
As I write to you this 
early  Sunday  morning, I 
c a n ' t h e l p b u t b e 
overwhelmed by the 
goodness of the Lord! I 
would like for us to focus on the part 
of our mission statement that might be 
the most daunting aspect to fulfill. 
Draw your attention to the very last 
line of the mission statement that 
states,
 "transforming their communities" 
I would like to boldly state that the 
Lord is doing that very thing through 
Rivertree Academy. I know I can't 
make a claim of this magnitude without 
"data" or “proof,” so I will list a few 
tangible ways to back up my claim (this 
list is far from being exhaustive, but for 
the editor’s sake, I had to stop 
somewhere). We currently have over 
130 weekly volunteers, who partner in 
various ways with our children and 
families through tutoring, mentoring, 
lunch visits, helping with "scholars club”,

and weekend volunteer project 
projects.  Our teachers are not only 
helping our students to achieve in 
academics, but they are also teaching 
t h e m h o w t o s e r v e t h e i r 
communities  in various ways. In 
October, we had an abundance of 

candy and gifts, so our 
students loaded up in a 
van and shared their 
gifts with our local 
community center. In 
N o v e m b e r , w e 
par tnered with Live 
Thankfully and gathered 
canned food and other 
items to share with 
families in need. Then, in 

December, we delivered collected toys 
to Mission Arlington to 
children who would 
have far less if our 
children didn't give. In 
February, we partnered 
with Junior League of 
Fort Worth, where our 
students made "Love 
B a s k e t s " f o r o u r 
neighbor s , churches, 
businesses, and schools 
in the Como area.  Lastly, our children 
regularly participate in trash clean-up 
projects in our community.  But before 
I get to far ahead of myself, let's look at 
the definition of the word transform: 

trans·form [tran(t)sˈfôrm] VERB
make a thorough or dramatic change 
in the form, appearance, or character 
of

What may strike most of us, which I 
can only attribute to the Lord and 
people's willingness to hear and obey 
Him, is that this process is happening in 
our children and families in Como, in 
our families in the greater Fort Worth 
community, and beyond. People are 
coming together to serve God and He 
is getting the glory. I don't know about 
you, but I want to be where real 
transformation is taking place!  I would 
like to leave you with a passage 
of scripture. 

Do not conform to the pattern of 
this world, but be transformed by 
the renewing of your mind. Then 
you will be able to test and 
approve what God's will is-his 
good, pleasing and perfect will. 

(Romans 12:2) 

“Transformed" is the way 
we learn to live Christ's 
life, by the renewing of 
our minds - putting off 
our own negative and 
corrupt thinking and 
p u t t i n g o n G o d ' s 
t h o u g h t s .  We a r e 
thankful for how God is 
working in and through 

Rivertree to make this promise true.

Thank you for taking the time to read 
what I believe the Lord is doing at 
Rivertree and beyond. May the Lord 
richly bless you. You are in my prayers!

In Him,

Parent | SPOTLIGHT  

This month we want to spotlight 
Vrai Butler, one of our parents 

who has chosen to not only lead 
her family well, but also become 

an active part of our school 
body!  We are so thankful for her 
investment in her children, their 

education, and Rivertree! 

My name is Vrai and I'm a first year Rivertree parent of two students (Tremaine-3rd grade and Kallie-Pre-K).  
Choosing to move your kids to a new school can be a very difficult decision, however it was one of the best 
decisions I've made thus far!   Rivertree has played such an important and amazing role in the grooming of my 
children, both spiritually and academically.  Kallie is my pre-k child and she is such an introvert that enrolling her in 
school was taking its toll on me, as I was worried about how she would adapt.  To my surprise, Kallie has bloomed 
and is loving Rivertree more than I could ever imagine, and that means the world to our family!  I recently decided 
to get more involved at the school and started the Parent Teacher Organization because Rivertree has so much 
potential, and once everyone is on the same page and parent involvement increases, there are no limits this school 
won't reach! I cannot wait to see where this school goes and where it takes my kids as well as the other students!!

Executive Director
Terrence Butler, 

http://www.rivertreeacademy.org
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Conflict 
Management   
by Dr. Barbara Moses Ed.D., 
Interim Head of School 

T H A N K  Y O U
Lots of events and special thanks

Why Teach Conflict Management?
As the Interim Head of School at 
River tree, I volunteered to teach 
Conflict Management, from a Christian 
perspective, to students in the fourth 
and fifth grade class.  It has been a true 
joy!  The course is called conflict 
management as opposed to conflict 
resolution, because all conflicts can’t be 
resolved but they can all be managed.  
Research indicates that most adults 
have never learned how to manage 
conflicts. Peacemaking equips children 
for life! The earlier one learns conflict 
management strategies and skills, the 
more successful they are in their 
relationships (church, school, marriage, 
work, etc.).  Jesus’ first and greatest 
commandment is “Love the Lord your 
God with all your heart and with all 
your soul and with all your mind”. Then 
He added the second greatest: “Love 
your neighbor as yourself.” Matthew 
22:37-39
Our students are learning how to love 
God and their neighbors.  They are 
learning many things but one major 
acronym is to think before they speak.

Each letter stands for a key strategy. “T” 
Is it true? “H” is it helpful? “I” is it 
inspiring? “N” is it necessary? “K” is it 
kind?  They have also learned how to 
use ABCD to resolve a problem.   Ask 
what the problem is from the other 
person’s perspective, (How they see 
the problem); Brainstorm all possible 
solutions; Choose solutions and think 
about the consequence of each 
solution (positive and negative).  Do it!  
I am prayerful that these wonderful 
young people will apply what they have 
and will learn to their daily life and be 
equipped to fulfill Jesus’ commands.  I 
am excited for them as they become 
role models for others at Rivertree

Dr. Barbara Moses Ed.D.
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Interim Head of School
Dr. Barbara Moses Ed.D,

T - H - I - N - K

Jr. League Special Delivery

Some  of  our  3rd,  4th,  and  5th 
graders ran in the Cowtown 5k. 

Thanks  to  Lions  Club  and  Kory 
Cummings,  our  students  needing 
glasses got eye exams and glasses!

Thank  you  to  the  Junior  League  of 
Fort  Worth  for  making  a  generous 
impact  in  the  lives  of  our  students 
and families.

http://www.rivertreeacademy.org
http://www.rivertreeacademy.org


RIVERTREE REVIEW | Vol. 2 No.2  4

Lots of celebratin’ going on!   
Rivertree was blessed by several hosts providing and 

volunteering during our Christmas Holiday events

Thank you to 
the Fort 
Worth 

Chapter of 
the Texas 
Society of 
CPAs and 

many others!
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Rivertree is 
selling eggs! 

ONLY $5/ dozen

817-420-9310
  www.r iver treeacademy.org

5439 Bonnell Ave.  Fort Worth, TX 76107

Free range, hormone 
and med-free 

ONLY $5/ dozen
Contact Us

Or visit our Fletcher campus 
to pick up your order.

5601 Fletcher Ave. 
Fort Worth, TX  76107

OTHER

Please visit our website 
rivertreeacademy.org 

for sponsor details and other 
information.

http://rivertreeacademy.org
http://www.rivertreeacademy.org
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Rivertree Student Creed

I am a student at Rivertree Academy
God’s grace is at work in me
I am a child of the living God,

Deeply loved, totally accepted, and completely 
forgiven.

I am called to care for all of God’s creation
Therefore, I will learn well, love well, work well 

and lead well.

One thing we see throughout scripture is that Jesus changes 
lives through relationships. Jesus always shared truth about 
Himself and His Father in the context of a relationship, showing 
people that He cared about their hearts and their lives, and He 
calls us to do the same. At Rivertree, we count it pure joy that 
so many people desire to enter into relationships with our 
children and families! The past few months we have had 
amazing service groups come and serve our school by helping 
with projects AND building relationships with our kids. We 
want to thank Fort Worth Christian, All Saints’ Episcopal, the 
Hills Church, Christ Chapel Bible Church, Southwest Christian, 
Junior League, Fort Capital, Trinity Presbyterian, and many other 
individuals for pressing in and digging deep, knowing that hearts 
and lives are being changed.

S
Gr Gr ups ups 

ervice  

Work Well
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