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RIVERTREE ACADEMY 

is a 501 (c ) 3 nonprofit ministry incorporated 
to serve the Como community by providing 
children with a comprehensive, Christ-
centered, excellent PreK-5th grade education 
that will equip them to live a life of leadership 
and service.

MISSION STATEMENT

Educating students in Como to live life 
we l l : f o l l ow ing Jesus , t h r i v i ng 
academically, and transforming their 
communities.
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ABOUT RIVERTREE

Student Creed
I am a student at Rivertree Academy, God's grace is at work in me. I am fearfully and wonderfully made, 
a child of the living God; deeply loved, totally accepted, and completely forgiven. I am called to care for 
all of God's creation. Therefore, I will learn well, love well, work well, and lead well.

…we’re making  
GREAT STRIDES !

20 
enrichment 

outings

19 Family-
Style Lunches 
with etiquette 

lessons

Pre-K has 
learned all 27 

letters and 
sounds

1st grade 
 has gone on 

91 Nature 
Walks

100%  
of teachers 

trained 
 in our  
new  

curriculum

Third grade has 
studied 8 

artists' prints 
(studying Matise 
and Henry David 

Ossawa)

Fourth and Fifth 
grade has 
learned  

20  
Latin roots. 

2nd grade has 
learned 21 

numbers in 
Spanish

Our Year  
SO Far…
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“ I a m t h e G o o d 
Shepherd; I know My 
sheep and My sheep 
know Me - just as the 
Father knows Me and 
I know My Father- and 
I lay down My life for 
the sheep.” 

John 10:14

Dr. Randy Brown 
Founder & Chairman of the Board

I once heard a story about an actor who was invited to 
recite the 23rd Psalm to a group. His voice resounded 
with drama and depth as he shared, “The Lord is my 
shepherd, I shall not want. . .” As he finished, he felt 
he had done a wonderful job of communicating the 
psalm, until he heard the next person read. Up to the 
microphone stepped a frail 80-year-old man. As the 
man began to speak, Psalm 23 came alive. The old 
man had no training in speech or acting, and his voice 
was nothing special, but as soon as he opened his 

mouth the psalm took on new meaning. As he began, “The Lord is my shepherd”, he was 
speaking, not some ancient poem, but a deep personal truth born from a life of pain and 
struggle. The actor had performed Psalm 23, but the old man had lived it. He 
had known the terror of the Valley of the Shadow of Death and had found 
times of rest and refreshment in green pastures. The old man knew the 
shepherd intimately as master and friend. He had been calmed by his voice, 
led by his staff, and searched for and found by the shepherd’s unrelenting 
pursuit.  The old man’s suffering, his wandering, his humility, his confidence 

in God, his moments of glory and defeat, and the 
simple victory of having persevered faithfully 
through life-- all came through as he read the 
words which had been his strength and comfort 
for so many years.

At Rivertree this month our chapel theme is “The 
Lord is the Good Shepherd.” What a powerful 
image this is for our children! As they come to see God’s strength and love in the middle of 
their own searching, struggling, and even pain, our prayer is that they will learn to trust the 
Good Shepherd to lead them. The path they travel will certainly have valleys full of shadows 
and death. Many of our children are in such valleys right now.  But Jesus comforts and 
invites them, saying, “I am the Good Shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me.” 

Please pray for our students this month. Pray that they will know they are sheep who can’t 
survive on their own, and they will have the peace and joy of letting Jesus lead and protect 
them. Pray for them to know he is guiding them to green pastures—and every cliff, every 
valley, every dry place they encounter is not their destination, but only a place of difficulty 

on the path to freedom. Pray for them to have faith to believe God’s promise that in the end, 
he will set a beautiful table and lay a glorious, abundant feast before them as their cups overflow.  I pray for you also, 
that you will be led by the gentle voice of Jesus. Thank you for being part of our children’s journey and for the way you 
represent the Good Shepherd to them.

 THE GOOD SHEPHERD

“He had known the terror of the 
Valley of the Shadow of Death 
and had found times of rest…”
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After-School Clubs

In their discussion following the 
book, Kamela asked, "I wonder what 
Moses' wife felt like when he had to 
go back to Egypt? Moses left his 
wife and his children and I wonder 
what they fel t and thought?" 
Moments like these remind us that 
our chi ldren are growing and 

changing everyday.  They are 
developing cognitive and conflict 
resolution skills that are preparing 
them to become leaders in their 
community and beyond.  We are 
thankful that the Lord goes behind 
and before us to sew these truths 
into their hearts!

SPECIAL FEATURE  

Kamela, 2nd grade  
This year we have been focusing 
on teaching students how to 
narrate. Narration is a skill where 
the child either reads or listens to 
a story and then communicates 
what they read or heard. Our 
teachers emphasize attention to 

details, how to mimic the author's vocabulary, correct 
sequence and how to ask thoughtful follow-up questions. 
The goal is for our children to connect with stories and 
learn to think critically and from different perspectives.  
One day Ms. Howsare (2nd grade teacher) was reading 
about Moses. 

The school day may officially end at 3:30pm, but the fun 
continues for students 1st grade – 5th grade with after-school 
enrichment clubs. This first-year program exposes our students 
to different activities and skills while helping ease the burden 
of finding after-school care for our parents who work full time. 
We are grateful for our magnificent team of volunteers and 
community members who graciously share their gifts and 
talents by partnering with us as instructors.  We also want to 
recognize and thank those who support this program 
financially.  Without the generosity of these individuals, we 
would not be able to provide this program to our students.

Clubs offered: 
Ballet/Dance  Chess 
Choir/Drums Cooking 
Farm  Mentoring 
Piano  Science 
Soccer  Theater 
Tutoring

Please contact our 
school office for 
more information 
on how you can 
get involved or 
make a financial 
gift to support this 
program.

NTSTORIESTUDENTSTORIESTUDENTSTORIESTUDENTSTO

Stage Performance
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Carrie Todd 
Rivertree Program Development Chair

We are so thankful to partner with The Junior League of Fort Worth 
again this year.  There are three groups that have come alongside 
our organization; each bringing a fun and unique experience for our 
students and families. Below, Carrie Todd, Rivertree Program 
Development Chair, shares her group’s experience this year!

Junior League of Fort Worth’s placement at Rivertree Academy is focused on two 
different services - providing dinner and childcare to students while their parents 
attend Family Night and leading Family Style Lunch once a month on Wednesdays 

with 2nd – 5th grade.   

At Family Nights, we offer a balanced and 
healthy meal to the children and discuss 
healthy food choices. After dinner, the students 
participate in activities in different rooms.  In 
one room they will play games, and another 
room they will learn about healthy habits (such 
as diet, exercise, trying new foods, etc). 

During the family style meals, we reinforce one 
of the manners concepts that Mr. Butler has introduced to the students at a 
previous meal.  (*Every Wednesday our students participate in Family 
Style Lunch where Mr. Butler comes in to teach an Etiquette Lesson to our 
older students.) Most recently, we discussed appropriate topics of 
conversation at the dinner table. After the lesson while the students were 
eating lunch, they could choose from various cards on the table with 
sample conversation starters. An extra fun aspect of this program is that 

we decorate the tables and bring real stoneware 
plates, silverware and – even - cloth napkins! I 
would like to share a funny story from family style 
lunch the other day.  I was sitting with 2 girls at the 
table who told me they were going to make a brain 
in class. I asked what it would be made out of…
Jello?  They liked that idea, because they thought 
they could eat it later.  As we kept talking, the 
subject came around to what our real brains taste 
like, and one girl said "Well, I think about Chick Fil 
A all the time, so I bet mine would taste pretty 
good!'" The one-on-on time with funny conversations like these are what has made this 
experience so meaningful to our group. We feel so grateful to have met these students!
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