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Saying thank 
you  

 

 “…give thanks in all 
circumstances; for this is the 
will of God in Christ Jesus for 

you.” 

1 Thessalonians 5:18, ESV 

ABOUT RIVERTREE 

 

 

 

 
Rivertree Academy is a 501 (c ) 3 nonprofit 
ministry incorporated to serve the Como 
community by providing children with a 
comprehensive, Christ-centered, excellent 
PreK-12th grade education that will equip 
them to live a life of leadership and service. 

MISSION STATEMENT 
Educating students in Como to live life well: 
following Jesus, thriving academically, and 
transforming their communities. 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

DR. RANDY BROWN, CHAIRMAN  

MRS. SUSANNE AVONDET, SECRETARY 

MR. ALAN BROWN , TREASURER  

MR. PETE CHAMBERS 

MR. DAN CHICK 

MRS. JANA CLARK 

MR. RICK FRANCIS 

MR. CHAD STEPHENS 

MR. KEVIN YOUNGBLOOD 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
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OFFICE MANAGER 

MRS. JULI BUTLER 
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By Terrence Butler, 
 Executive Director 

As I prepare to write our friends of 
Rivertree this letter of thanks, I can't 
help but feel overwhelmed with thanks 
and gratefulness. The song “Grateful,” 
performed by the great Christian artist 
Hezekiah Walker, is simple: It repeats 
over and over these words: “Grateful, 
grateful, grateful, 
grateful…gratefulness, is flowing from 
my heart!” 

When I think about this past year, I am 
easily reminded of the great sacrifices 
that our donors, supporters, and 
volunteers have made over this past 
school year; not only your monetary 
gifts, but also your time with the 
children, families, and staff. One of the 
things I'm most grateful for is your 
wise counsel, so please keep it coming! 
Rivertree has been a Kingdom 
endeavor from the very beginning. As 
we trust Him with our hopes and 
dreams, and as God's people share 
what He is putting on their hearts to 
say and do, He gets the maximum 
glory. We have really learned what it 
means not to lean on our own 
understanding and to see Him work 
through His people - over  

and over – abundantly above and 
beyond what we can think or ask. 

My prayer is that you are blessed by 
this issue of the "Rivertree Review" 
that is solely dedicated for the 
purpose of giving thanks to our 
supporters. Your contributions 
benefit not only Rivertree, but also 
the Como community, the great city 
of Fort Worth, and beyond. 

Finally , I'm reminded as we 
celebrated Resurrection Sunday 
(Easter) of the greatest gift giver, 
God our Father, and the greatest 
gift, His one and only Son, who gave 
his very life so we could have eternal 
life with the Father. 

May the Lord richly bless you for all 
you do! 

Grateful, Terrence 
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An eye on the future 

Our volunteers, partners and our families have caught 
the vision for building our school community. 
Everything we do is aimed at helping our students to 
learn well, love well, work well and lead well. 

Why we always say “other” 

Even as we plan how to build out our elementary campus (and how 
to accommodate next year’s growth!) we also are developing our 
programs and building the infrastructure for the farm campus. We 
never cease to be amazed at the ideas, gifts and talents that our 
partners bring forward. 

1. Dr. Marilyn and several students enjoyed a TCU game and mid-

field tour as Dr. Brown and Mr. Butler were honored as Home 

Town Heroes by Origin Bank. 

2. First graders enjoy a performance at Bass Hall. 

3. A&M students visit the farm as they prepare to develop site plans 

for a class project. 

4. James Burr helps to disassemble and move a play structure that 

will be available for fun at Malachi’s Farm.  
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In case you missed it… this was our ad, dedicated to all of our partners,  

that was published in the February issue of Fort Worth, Texas Magazine.  
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cvvertOur volunteers: A community of love and faith  

1 

4 
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We can’t say it 
enough: we 
wouldn’t be 

having the 
successes we are 

having without 
our committed 

force of 
volunteers who 
faithfully share 

their time, talent 
and treasure with 
our students and 

staff. Special 
thanks to Raney 
Chambers, who 

does an amazing 
job of 

coordinating over 
100 volunteers 

each week. 

1. Our volunteers include adults, home school families, physicians 
and other professionals, and high school students. Here, Allison 
Byrd reads to two students. Allison also volunteers to teach the 
children musical theater.  

2. A happy Homer is grateful for Larry Knox, who turned the 
chicken tractor concept into a reality. Inset: the finished product, 
a poultry palace! 

3. Olivia Kearney celebrates Christmas with our first graders. 

4. Mrs. Caroline Sanders, a Como leader, shares some history with 
first grade. 

5. Junior League of Fort Worth volunteer Melissa Howard-Carter 
creates Christmas fun with Rivertree students and families. 

5 
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Donors: Every dollar makes a difference 

1 

7 
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4& 5. The R4 Foundation, Oncor and others helped 
to make our Wonder Zone a place where kids can 
play and grow. 

6. Parties and more parties – Volunteers from JLFW, 
Williams-Trew and others have loved our kids 
extravagantly through the holidays. 

7. The generous crew from Williams Trew. 

8. Mom and son time, made possible by our 
supporters. 

8 

1. We’re all thankful to Dr. Randy Brown 

for being a man of integrity, faith and 

vision.  

2. Midland, Texas, prays for and 

supports Rivertree. Mrs. Brown and a 

group of prayer warriors from her 

church in Midland. 

3. Just ask any of our 260 chicks if a 

dollar makes a difference at Rivertree. 

 

4 
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Time, talent and treasure shared:  
 

 
 

 

 

 

COMMUNITY PARTNERS 

Before and after: From eyesore to high style, Victory Awning added to our building’s charm by 
donating this beautiful awning. Special thanks to Larry Buck. Gifts-in-kind have made our 
building a source of pride for our Como neighborhood. 

Then and now: Our sandbox had a certain Zen quality when Stephen Webster, Bruce Terry and 
others from Troop 562 finished it (sand courtesy of Arnold Gravel). Three refills and screwed-on 
seats later, the sandbox remains one of our most popular Wonder Zone features. Even 
millennial kids love the feeling of sand between their toes. 

Mad Science: Unless he’s 
called into the O.R., each 
Friday, Dr. Mark Presley 
volunteers to bring hands-on 
science to our second and 
third graders. These kids have 
put bones back together and 
learned about simple 
machines in ways they’ll never 
forget. Above, Dr. Presley is 
assisted by Randy Koch and 
Bruce Nichols, two other 
volunteers who are investing 
in the lives of our students. 

Fun Food Fridays: When the Haensch family comes to share 
with our students about science and foods, we never know 
what to expect, except to learn a lot, be loved, and have fun! 

The Armstrong Foundation  

Andrew Glass 

Bank of America 

Ben Brown Group 

Birchman Baptist Church 

Blu Glo 

Buzz Custom Fence  

Amon G. Carter Foundation 

Christ Chapel Bible Church 

Communities Foundation of 

Texas 

Covenant Classical School 

Designs for Living 

EOS Foundation Trust 

Fort Worth Country Day 

School 

Frost Bank 

Harvest Rock Property 

The Hills Church of Christ 

Inspirus 

Jetstream Oil & Gas 

Partners, LP 

Junior League of Fort 

Worth, Inc. 

Helen Irwin Littauer 

Educational Trust  

The Miles Foundation 

Moriah Foundation, Inc. 
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Generosity that glorifies God 

 

 

 

 

Oncor 

Pleasant Mount Gilead 

Baptist Church 

R4 Foundation 

Range Resources 

Thomas M., Helen McKee & 

John P. Ryan Foundation 

SEDALCO Construction 

Southwest Christian School 

Sportsmen's Club of Fort 

Worth 

Teak Tree Capital 

Wagner Family Foundation 

West Mount Moriah Baptist 

Church 

Williams Trew 

Williamson-Dickie  

Young Men’s Service League 

 

 

 

Special thanks to the 

following businesses for 

donating food for a 

bunch of hungry kids, 

staff, and volunteers: 

Chicken Express 

Galligaskins 

Raising Cane’s 

 

 

 

COMMUNITY PARTNERS 

Our vision is big, and we are thankful to 
all of you who are dreaming big with us. 
Turning a golf course into a farm and 
boarding school and transforming 
water hazards into fishing ponds 
doesn’t happen without the investment 
of imagination, skill, labor and dollars. 
For Rivertree, time is of the essence, 
because each year that passes is 
another year that our students can’t get 
back. We are grateful that we have 
support both for our Como campus and 
for Malachi’s farm. 

1. Jarob and Micah measure the depth 

of a pond at the farm. Thanks to a 

gift from The Sportsmen’s Club, the 

former water hazards will become 

family fishing ponds. 

2. These babies have now moved into 

their mobile condo. Fresh eggs, 

anyone? 

He shall be like a tree, planted by rivers of water, bringing forth 
fruit in its season. Its leaf does not wither and in all he does, he 
shall prosper. -- Psalm 1:3 

1 

4 

3 

2 

3. Not every school gets a special visit from 

Pat Green – in a Santa hat, no less. 
4. Thank you to the Cary Brown and Miles 

Foundations for funding summer jobs 

program. 

FOOD PARTNERS 



RIVERTREE REVIEW 8  
 

  

 

 

 

 

Rivertree 
Review 

5439 Bonnell Ave. 
Fort Worth, TX 76107 

www.rivertreeacademy.org 
817-420-9310 

  

 

 

 

A heart that goes after ‘the one’ 

Student Creed 

I am a student at Rivertree Academy 
God’s grace is at work in me 
I am a child of the living God, 
Deeply loved, totally accepted, and 
completely forgiven. 
I am called to care for all of God’s 
creation 
Therefore, I will learn well, love well, 
work well and lead well. 

In Luke 15, Jesus explains to a mixed crowd – made 
up of tax collectors, sinners, Pharisees and teachers 
of the law - that it’s God’s heart to go after the one 
sheep that is lost, even when 99 others are safely in 
the pen. And when any of you finds that lost sheep, 
Jesus said, he joyfully puts it on his shoulders and 
goes home, asking his neighbors to rejoice with 
him. He then goes on to tell the crowd two other 
stories about finding something that is lost: a coin 
and a son. 

We are thankful for teachers, volunteers, and 
community partners who have caught the 
shepherd’s heart of God and are working alongside 
us to “go after the one.” We are seeing a difference, 
and our families are grateful for the assistance you 
provide. With your support, we will continue to 
work together to equip a generation of 
transformational leaders. – Dr. Marilyn  

 

http://www.rivertreeacademy.org/

